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do get this. I 'm taking a pay cut if we do this. The bank is
n ot g o i ng t o s ay , Mi k e , he r e i t i s , we ' l l ma t ch i t . I c a n ' t
a f f o r d t ha t . I l o o k ed a t a b r i e f i n g p a p e r f r om t he Ca t o
Ins t i t u t e y e s t e r da y . I d o n ' t t h i nk t h i s i s a re v e nu e p r o b l em.
I think it's a spending problem. My conte ntion is th is is
di r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o u n co n t r o l l ed sp en d i n g i n t he 1 9 90 s . I f y o u
go back and you look at the rapid ta x rev enue g r owth in the
1990s, it sparked, as far as I'm concerned, an unsustainable
expansion in spending between 1990 and 2001. Nationwide, s tate
spending. . .state revenue grew 86 percent. T hat's unsustainable.
One t ab l e t ha t I f ou nd , t he ch a n g e i n r e a l p e r ca p i t a Ge n e r a l
Fund spen d i n g f r om 1 9 9 0 t o 2 0 01 , h e r e ' s h ow t h e y ' r e r a n k ed .
Montana was fir st, 9 5 percent. I have no idea what they' re
d oing u p t h e r e . Th a t ' s c r a zy . Oh i o , 5 8 . 1 pe r c e n t , t h e y ' r e
second. Illinois is third at 49.4 percent. Oregon is fourth at
44.9, and guess who's fifth. Guess who's fifth, 41.1 percent.
We are. Now we have options. People have asked f or op ti ons.
Chip Maxwel l g a v e u s a n o p t i o n . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK : One m in u t e .

SENATOR F R I EN D : . . .and i t ' s g on e . I do n ' t e v en k n o w. I d on ' t
think it can come back procedurally. We can also impose tax and
spendin g g r o w t h ca ps t o p r ev e n t b u dg e t s f r om g r ow i n g t o o q u i ck l y
dur in g t h e n e x t b o o n t h a t we h av e , wh e n e v e r t h a t wi l l b e . I ' m
not really sure. If we raise taxes, I don't believe we' ll ever
see it. We could have gone out a nd got thos e earmarks t hat
Senator Chambers and Mark Quandahl, a.k.a. ' Scot t Fa r cu s , ' wen t
after a week and a half ago. We co uld have done t h at. That
was. . . I don't even remember how many votes that got, nine? T he
f our t h op t i on I t h i n k i s t h e g r ee n c op y . We go b a ck t o t h e
green copy, we go 1 0 percent across the board, we do the best
t hat we possibly can to save the core res ponsibilities o f
government, and th e n we s tart eliminating programs. Ca ll me
naive, please, I'm sure I am, but I think that is an option.

SENATOR CUDABACK : T i me .

SENATOR FRIEND: Th a n k yo u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Friend. Senator Connealy,
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